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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To perform timer monitoring on a reception side for a return 
electronic mail with a reply limit, to alarm display that the reply limit is 
approaching in a call termination mail list and to urge a reply. 

CONSTITUTION: When the transmission of a mail with the replay limit is 
instructed from a caller, a originating mail transmission means 4 adds a return 
flag and the replay limit and transmits a call origination mail. It is 
received and a timer monitoring means 7 starts monitoring. For a call 
termination inquiry from a receiver, a mail list display means 8 displays a 
mark for indicating that the limit is attached in a list and performs alarming 
by flickering or inversion or the like when the reply limit is approaching. 
When the receiver prepares the reply, a return mail transmission means 9 
automatically generates a destination, performs returning and stops the timer 
monitoring . A confirmation information return means 1 1 returns the mail to 
which a confirmation completion flag, is attached when holding and abandonment 
are performed without preparing the reply and a forced reply return means 10 
returns the mail to which a limit expiration flag is attached when no reply is 
prepared before the limit. A reply condition management means 6 manages reply 
conditions altogether and performs terminal display at all times. 
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